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§2650.3

office of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.

(e)(1) If the lands applied for are sur-
veyed, the legal description of the
lands in accordance with the official
plats of survey shall be used.

(2) If the lands applied for are
unsurveyed, they shall be described by
protraction diagrams.

(3) If the lands applied for are not
surveyed and are not covered by pro-
traction diagrams, they must be de-
scribed by metes and bounds com-
mencing at a readily identifiable topo-
graphic feature, such as a mountain
peak, mouth of a stream, etc., or a
monumented point of known position,
such as a triangulation station, and
the description must be accompanied
by a topographic map delineating the
boundary of the area applied for.

(4) Where 1:63,360 U.S.G.S. quadrangle
maps with the protraction diagram
plotted thereon have been published,
these maps shall be used to portray and
describe the lands applied for. Where
1:63,360 U.S.G.S. quadrangle maps with
the protraction diagram plotted there-
on have not been published, then the
1:250,000 U.S.G.S. quadrangle maps with
the protraction diagrams plotted there-
on shall be used.

(5) If the written description shown
on the application and the map por-
trayal accompanying the application
do not agree the delineation shown on
the map shall be controlling.

(f) The selected areas may be ad-
justed by the Secretary with the con-
sent of the applicant and amendment
of the application by the applicant,
provided that the adjustment will not
create an excess over the selection en-
titlement.

§2650.3 Lawful entries, lawful settle-
ments, and mining claims.

§2650.3-1 Lawful entries and lawful
settlements.

(a) Pursuant to sections 14(g) and
22(b) of the Act, all conveyances issued
under the act shall exclude any lawful
entries or entries which have been per-
fected under, or are being maintained
in compliance with, laws leading to the
acquisition of title, but shall include
land subject to valid existing rights of
a temporary or limited nature such as
those created by leases (including
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leases issued under section 6(g) of the
Alaska Statehood Act), contracts, per-
mits, rights-of-way, or easements.

(b) The right of use and occupancy of
persons who initiated lawful settle-
ment or entry of land, prior to August
31, 1971, is protected: Provided, That:

(1) Occupancy has been or is being
maintained in accordance with the ap-
propriate public land law, and

(2) Settlement or entry was not in
violation of Public Land Order 4582, as
amended. Any person who entered or
settled upon land in violation of that
public land order has gained no rights.

(¢c) In the event land excluded from
conveyance under paragraph (a) of this
section reverts to the United States,
the grantee or his successor in interest
shall be afforded an opportunity to ac-
quire such land by exchange pursuant
to section 22(f) of the Act.

§2650.3-2 Mining claims.

(a) Possessory rights. Pursuant to sec-
tion 22(c) of the Act, on any lands to be
conveyed to village or regional cor-
porations, any person who prior to Au-
gust 31, 1971, initiated a valid mining
claim or location, including millsites,
under the general mining laws and re-
corded notice thereof with the appro-
priate State or local office, shall not be
challenged by the United States as to
his possessory rights, if all require-
ments of the general mining laws are
met. However, the validity of any
unpatented mining claim may be con-
tested by the United States, the grant-
ee of the United States or its successor
in interest, or by any person who may
initiate a private contest. Contest pro-
ceedings and appeals therefrom shall
be to the Interior Board of Land Ap-
peals.

(b) Patent requirements met. An ac-
ceptable mineral patent application
must be filed with the appropriate Bu-
reau of Land Management office not
later than December 18, 1976, on lands
conveyed to village or regional cor-
porations.

(1) Upon a showing that a mineral
survey cannot be completed by Decem-
ber 18, 1976, the filing of an application
for a mineral survey, which states on
its face that it was filed for the purpose
of proceeding to patent, will constitute
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